
BROWN BAG SPEAKER SERIES KICKS-OFF IN FEBRUARY 
 

The theme for this year’s Brown Bag lunch speaker Series is “Presenting History.” Barbara Rumsey will be the 
guest presenter at the first program of the season. Bring your lunch and join us at the museum on February 15, 
2013 at 12 noon for this casual presentation. Barbara will speak on her years of researching and writing local 
history. Upcoming presenters to include: Ingrid Grenon, Bob Mitchell, Jay Robbins and the editorial committee 
of Southport Historical Society: Donald Duncan, Phyllis Cook and Ron Orchard. For more information or to be 
added to our events email list, please call Betsy at 207-633-0820. We hope you’ll join us! 
 

An E-Update from the  
Boothbay Region Historical Society  

     Mid-Winter 2013 
 
  

Another illustrated update sharing recent events at the museum. If you do not wish to receive these quarterly 
emails, please let us know. Thank you for supporting the Boothbay Region Historical Society.  
 

CHANGES AT THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
by Barbara Rumsey 

 

For about 25 years the Boothbay Region Historical Society 
board has entrusted the daily running of the society to me. That 
job entailed staying out of the board's or committees' way when 
best (at least I hope I did) and jumping into almost anything with 
both feet when necessary.  
     Initially I started helping out with the archives in the back 
room, the society's core. As is inevitable with a small outfit, I 
was soon pulled into all the other aspects that support the 
archives. It's been my ambition for more than a decade to 
retreat to the back room, and yet the time never seemed right. 
Some presidents said, "Oh yes, you should, but wait till my term 
is over!" Sometimes there seemed to be no one else available 
to fully handle the flow into the office: the expected and the 
unexpected, the rough and the smooth, the old and the new.  

     My commitment to the society's well-being and reputation was always strong, but difficult times made me long 
for the back room, while good times made me imagine I could keep all the plates spinning simultaneously and 
indefinitely. Of course neither impression lasted, but the many years of ups, downs, and plateaus have carried me 
to the baby boomer retirement age of 67. I'm not retiring, but I do plan to narrow my focus to the three activities I 
value above all others: organizing and cataloging documents, helping researchers, and writing local history. My 
title will be local historian, though I may use archivist or curator when corresponding with other repositories. 
     Thanks to all the society members, board members, volunteers, and administrators who've supported the 
society and me over the years. Betsy Spekke, who was administrator for 18 months, has become director and 
she's fully competent to carry out the role. Her innate abilities and many years in historical societies and museums 
have given her an exceptional ability to gracefully handle every situation that I've seen. She's a natural. 
     I asked Betsy for a few comments on her new position: "My first volunteering experience—back when I was a 
teenager—was at a historical society. Many museum and historical jobs later, I am thrilled to become director 
here at the Boothbay Region Historical Society. I first came here on a research mission and was immediately 
impressed by the extensive archives and collection housed inside the museum. As administrator, I learned 
firsthand how bustling and busy this place can be on any given day. The wonderful trustees, sizeable 
membership, and small, but devoted, volunteer team are other assets here. Some could argue that Barbara 
Rumsey is our greatest asset of all and I am incredibly fortunate to be able to continue to glean all I can from her. 
The Boothbay region's history is a unique one and I look forward to continuing the society's mission to promote 
and preserve it.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNUAL FUND CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
 

As a non-profit, the historical society is in a perpetual state of fundraising. 
Our biggest fundraiser is our Annual Fund Campaign that launches every 
fall, typically in early November. Separate from our springtime membership 
dues mailing, our Annual Fund Campaign seeks donations from members, 
donors and non-members. This year’s letter included a heartfelt message 
from longtime members Ron and Jane Spofford. Board President Sally 
Bullard, pictured right, signs thank you letters. It’s not too late to send in 
your contribution! FMI please contact our office at 207-633-0820 or 
brhs@gwi.net. THANK YOU! 

 
DECEMBER DECORATIONS AT THE MUSEUM
     

Talented volunteers, Marcia Soler and Holly 
Fulmer decorated the museum’s tree and main 
room mantle with historic photographs of a fishing 
and nautical theme. Norman Rau, pictured left 
with tree designer Marcia Soler, enjoyed the 
seasonal scenery on a December visit to the 
museum. Marcia and her team have kept the main 
room festive in December for nearly five years! 
     Thanks to all volunteer greeters and bakers 
who helped make our Holiday Lights Open House 
a success! If you missed us this year, mark your 
calendars for December 2013. We’re planning 
some extra-special offerings in our gift shop, sure 
to please every holiday shopper! 
 

 
SPECIAL EXHIBIT ON LOCAL DAIRY FARMS FROM THE REGION’S PAST 

 

A small group of hardworking volunteers—including Judy Dunsford, 
Carolyn Shubert, Holly Fulmer, Margaret Tew, Sherry Balderson and 
Margaret Perritt—make up the museum’s Exhibit Committee. Enjoy 
working on displays? Consider joining our exhibit committee!  
     Installation of our upcoming special exhibit has already begun. The 
exhibit includes items from the museum’s collection as well as loaned 
items pertaining to dairy farms in the region.  
     Pictured immediate left, Joan Rittall (who has shared several items 
and photographs for the exhibit) enjoying the dairy display with Judy 
O’Meara. If you have a dairy-related item you’d like to loan to this exhibit, 
please contact the museum. This exhibit will officially launch in May and 
continue through the summer months; stay tuned for details. 
 

 

SAMPLER FROM OUR COLLECTION ON DISPLAY IN SOUTHERN MAINE 
 

As curator and local historian, Barbara Rumsey oversees our impressive collection of 
maps, account books, family history papers, history files, photographs, documents, 
material objects and more. Occasionally, an item is requested for a special exhibit. 
From January 12 through March 2, 2013, an acrostical sampler made in 1821 by 
Sophia Barnard Maddocks (1807-1881) is on loan to the Saco Museum in Saco, 
Maine. The exhibition is entitled, “I My Needle Ply With Skill”: Maine Schoolgirl 
Needlework of the Federal Era. The silk on linen sampler was donated to us in 1969 
by Sophie Grover McKown. If you’re visiting the Saco area, stop in to view this 
great exhibit. Details can be found on their website: www.sacomuseum.org. 


