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The Boothbay Region Historical Society board of trus-
tees cordially invites members of the society and the 
general public to join them at the museum, 72 Oak 
Street, Boothbay Harbor, for the 2019 annual meeting. 
   This year’s special program will be presented by Liz 
Evans, the owner-operator of the East Boothbay Gen-
eral Store. The program will follow a brief business 
meeting to review society activities during the past year 
and to elect new trustees and officers.  
   The membership will vote on the following slate sub-
mitted by the nominating committee. Accepting renom-
ination to the board for three-year terms are Jan Reit, 
Laurie Simmons, Ann Sutter, and Kathy Tibbetts. 
Accepting nominations for new board membership are 
John Leonard (two-year term) and Debbe Cotter (three-
year term). Accepting nominations for the offices of 
president, vice president, secretary and  treasurer are 
Kay Wilder, Kathy Tibbetts, Kay Evans, and Sarah 
Giles respectively. 
   Immediately following the business portion of the 

meeting, guest speaker Elizabeth “Liz” Evans will talk 
about owning and operating the 
landmark East Boothbay 
General Store for the past 
eleven years. Liz “grew up all 
over the place” but spent her 
summers in the Boothbay 
region. After several years as a 
chef on different luxury yachts, 
including Jimmy Buffett’s, she 
bought the East Boothbay 
General Store the day before it was to go up for auction 
in 2008. With Liz’s outgoing personality and culinary 
skills, the store is a favorite gathering place for summer 
people and year-rounders alike, proof positive of the 
message on the entrance sign that says, “In the heart of 
East Boothbay since 1898.” Members of the audience 
are invited to stay for light refreshments and casual 
conversation following the program.  

 

In the March e-newsletter we reprinted a short 2005 
article about the Indian basket sellers, the Sockabasins, 
who used to come summers to the east side of 
Boothbay Harbor in the 1910s and 1920s. Also men-
tioned were the Rancos, who came to the Harbor’s 
west side and Squirrel Island from c. 1900 to at least 
the 1970s. I mentioned we had one basket made by 
them and given to us by Chetley Rittal, who was 
friendly with them. 

   In response to that article, Jean Chenoweth, now of 
Eustis, offered us a basket obtained from Indians who 
went door to door selling them in the 1940s. No doubt 
those were the Rancos, since Jean lived at West Har-
bor. Next Alfred Pinkham of the west coast wrote to 
say his grandfather Douglass Pinkham was superinten-
dent on Squirrel. A Squirrel history shows him in  
that position from 1937 to 1943 and 1961 to 1966.      
Alfred also offered us Ranco baskets, a pack basket  
and a wheeled basket as Squirrel Islanders used for 
purchases when shopping in the Harbor. The wheel 
basket was developed 
by John Ranco with 
Squirrel Islander Henry 
Faxon some time after 
1906.  
   On top of that, Jean 
knew Dougie Pinkham 
as a near neighbor at 
West Harbor! We are 
so grateful for the gen-
erosity of Alfred and 
Jean and look forward 
to showing off the bas-
kets this summer. 

Jean Chenoweth’s basket made by 
the Rancos with natural dye. 

Annual Meeting—Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. 

Photo courtesy of Peter Southwick 

The Ranco tent on Squirrel Island with visitors, c. 1915.  
A building replaced the tent in 1922. 

Indian Story Draws Member Response, by Barbara Rumsey 

 



Boothbay Region 
Historical Society 

President 
Kathy Tibbetts 
 

Vice President 
Jan Reit 
 

Secretary 
Kay Evans 
 

Treasurer 
Sarah Giles 
 

Trustees 
Charlie Bamberg 
Jim Botti 
Judy Eastwood 
George Friant 
Lorraine Hodgdon 
Susan Lloyd 
Laurie Simmons 
Ann Sutter 
Kay Wilder 
 

Trustee Emerita 
Bea Walker 
 

Office Manager 
Jane Johnston 
 

Local Historian 
Barbara Rumsey 
 

Outreach Manager 
Kathy Goldner 
 

Newsletter Committee 
Judy Eastwood 
Kathy Goldner 
Jane Johnston 
Jan Reit 
Barbara Rumsey 
Kay Wilder 

Boothbay Region Historical Society 

MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 
The mission of the 
Boothbay Region    
Historical Society is to 
promote interest in the 
history of the Boothbay 
region and to preserve 
the region’s history.  

BRHS is a 501(c)(3)  
non-profit org. 

Great Works Internet 
(GWI) offers a subsi-
dized service free of 
charge to non-profit 
organizations. Thank 
you to GWI for gener-
ously providing BRHS 
with an email account.  

Message from President Kathy Tibbetts 

 
 
John Beath (1710-1798) was one of the early 
settlers of Townsend (Boothbay) and a promi-
nent citizen. He led an interesting and full life. 
He originated in Ireland, immigrated c.1718 
and first settled in Lunenburg, Massachusetts, 
then Pemaquid before making Townsend his 
permanent home. He married 
Margaret Fullerton and began 
a family.  
     To support his growing 
family, John went to sea. He 
sailed the Maine coast and north into Canadi-
an waters.  It was in 1749, when he was in 
Nova Scotia on a sloop loading a cargo of 
hay, when an Indian war party surprised John 
and his crew. They were captured along with 
the vessel. Taken to and imprisoned in Louis-
burg, it was there the French made promises 
of release and return of their vessel. Later, 
John found out the sloop had been sold. After 
a period of roughly six months, he and the 
crew were released.  

     
 

   Upon his return, John set to work building a 
mill, probably only the second one in the area. 
His mill was used strictly for lumber (not 
grain) as there were families returning from 
the westward after the threats of Indian raid-
ing parties had eased, and timber-frame hous-

ing was becoming more in 
demand.  
     In the years that fol-
lowed, John was instrumen-
tal in organizing the first 

church, which was a requirement of Massa-
chusetts to incorporate a town. John Beath, 
Ephraim McFarland, and John Alley were the 
three selectmen to sign the Petition for Incor-
poration of Boothbay. John served several 
terms as selectman, was Town Clerk for two 
years, and was appointed Naval Officer for 
the port of Townsend for three years. 
 
Kathy will be writing about local families for our 
spring and fall newsletters. 

 
 

Greetings!  
     I am pleased to announce the final stages of the roof repair project have 
been completed. I would like to extend a special thank you to John Coady for 
the sheetrock and plaster repairs in room #6 and to Jeff Savastano for painting 
the walls and ceiling to cover the water damage and painting the upstairs bath-
room. Both John and Jeff did a wonderful job. It is nice to see everything up-
stairs looking so clean and fresh and ready for another busy summer season. 

   Speaking of summer, our committees are busy planning the many summer events we hold. 
The Speaker Committee has scheduled a number of programs, which are always popular and 
well attended. So, please keep checking our calendar of events and save the dates. 
   In addition, Outreach Manager Kathy Goldner plans to host the Boothbay Region Elementary 
School 3rd graders for a tour of the museum in June, and is also offering an Adult Education 
class, “Growing up in Maine,” which looks at the lives of children in the 1800s.  
   The Long-Range Planning committee has met several times to look at our future growth and 
paths. Where do we want to be in ten years, twenty years? How do we stay financially stable 
and keep our membership base growing? These and other concerns are being addressed. 
   The Exhibit committee took a very short break after putting together the exhibit of 1900s 
community uniforms featuring the World War I uniform of Raymond Pennoyer, donated by his 
family, which we appreciate very much. It made a wonderful tribute to the 100th Anniversary of 
the Armistice. Next up will be a photo exhibit of local sailing vessels in conjunction with 
Boothbay Harbor’s Windjammer Days festivities.  
   As you can see, we have been busy. However, we’re not too busy to hear from anyone with a 
research question or comment. We are open year-round, Thursday-
Saturday 10:00-2:00 and love visitors! 
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Family Features, by Kathy Tibbetts 
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More information will be made available as each date nears. Visit our website to learn more. 
 

May 23:  The Camera Discovers Monhegan: Island Photographs from 1859 to 1900 
Noted Maine State Historian Earle Shettleworth’s illustrated talk will focus on the early pioneers 
of photography on the island, beginning with the first known photograph of Monhegan, an 1859 
image of the light house, and continuing through the emerging art colony of the 1890s.  Earle 
Shettleworth is the past director of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission and has lectured 
and written extensively on Maine history and architecture. 
 
 

August 1: Midcoast Maine in World War II—Peggy Konitzky, author of Midcoast Maine in 
World War II, will present stories of midcoast Maine heroes and their remarkable achievements 
during the war.  Boothbay Harbor, Bailey Island and Damariscotta all had military bases, and any-
one who owned or sailed a boat was recruited for coastal defense. Women worked at machine 
shops, registered their neighbors for rationing, and volunteered for the Civil Defense and Red 
Cross.  Peggy Konitzky manages historic house museums for Historic New England. 
 
 

September 5: The Life of Capt. Anders Anderson—John Anderson grew up in a seafaring fami-
ly in Rockland, Maine listening to family stories about his beloved grandfather, Capt. Anders An-
derson, who left his family farm in Sweden as a teenager.  When John inherited his grandfather’s 
ship logs, he embarked on a journey to learn as much as he could about Capt. Anderson.  He dis-
covered a fascinating, moving story about a way of life which has since disappeared.  John Ander-
son’s biography of Capt. Anders Anderson will be published this summer. 
 
 

October 3: History of Quilting Trunk Show—Back by popular request! Wendy Caton Reed will 
present fifty of her quilts and discuss historic styles of quilting in her popular History of Quilting 
Trunk Show.  Wendy grew up on the River Road in Edgecomb, Maine and was taught to quilt by 
her neighbor Arzetta Poole when she was nine years old.  She has been quilting ever since and is 
well known for her original interpretations of traditional designs.  Wendy’s quilts have been exhib-
ited at the National Quilt Museum and the New England Quilt Museum. 

 

2019 Speakers 

Reaching into our Schools  
By Kathy Goldner 

Our education program for BRES 
third  grades consists of three hour-long 
classroom visits covering Boothbay re-
gion history from the 1600s through 
1950.  The program focuses on how 

people lived, what they ate and wore, where they ac-
quired goods or how they made their goods, and how 
their lives differed from our lives today.  Students handle 
historic objects from the BRHS collection, as well as 
reproductions.  Each session includes stories about peo-
ple from the period, and a hands-on project for students 
such as writing with a quill pen and making a jour-
nal.  Each student receives an activity packet with maps, 
photographs, and a timeline.   

 
Photo: 3rd grade students are fascinated by antique stereo viewers. 

2019 Calendar of Events 
 

May 21, 4:30 Society annual meeting 

May 23, 4:30 Speaker: Earle Shettleworth 

June 15, Maritime photo exhibit opens 

July 27, 9:00-2:00 Bake sale at the museum 

August 1, 4:30 Speaker: Peggy Konitzky 

August 24, 9:00-2:00 Bake sale at the museum 

Sept. 5, 4:30 Speaker: John Anderson 

Oct. 3, 4:30 Speaker: Wendy Caton 

Oct. 13, 9:00-4:00 Cheese sale at Railway Village  

        and 10:00-2:00 Cheese and treats sale at museum 

Dec. 7, 10:00-2:00 Annual holiday museum open house 

See event updates in the Register, on our website,  
and on our Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

 



Collections by Barbara Rumsey 
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Margaret Tew, Jan Reit, Judy East-
wood, Kay Wilder, Sue Hartgrove, and 
Kay Evans have been helping with the 
nuts and bolts of the core of the society, 
caring for the artifact and documentary 
collections by accessioning, cataloging, 
and labelling artifacts, photos, and doc-
uments. Many thanks to all!  
 

Acquisitions  
Below are acquisitions since the last 
newsletter. Thanks to all donors!  
Bought: book, A Winter Apprentice by 
John Willey, about his time working at 
Luke shipyard 
Spofford family: 1990s BCA carnival 
poster; Barters Island Hall events three-
ring binders, bar of Doc Rockwell's 
Laughing Soap 
Sally Walbridge: nine region photos 
Becky Traquair: Boothbay Harbor 
High School class of 1919 photo 
Paula Arsenault: Doc Rockwell 
"Mustard Plaster" pamphlet 
Harry Pinkham: photos of the Harbor 
fire of 1945 and dedication of 1944 
Honor Roll, booklets recording 
Boothbay Harbor Band’s concerts and 
expenses, 1950s 
Pat Jackson Jr.: 1996 map of 
Boothbay Harbor's roads and buildings 
John Hodgdon: World War II ration 
stamps, Dora Hodgdon's Eastern Star 
life member card 
Joyce Armendaris: wooden shoe last 
from under her house 
Jean Pillers: three-masted ship model 
made by Capt. Will Barter 
Wally Reed: book, The Principal Voy-
ages of the English Nations by Richard 
Hakluyt 
Linda Giles: Indian war club make by 
Nick Ranco and given to Ernie Giles in 
1963 
Kathryn Sullivan: school crossing flag 
from Harbor's School Street elementary 
school 
Jim Hunt: model built by him of pas-
senger boat Richard T II 
Loraine Nickerson: two red Depositors 
Trust bank bags, arm bands and patch of 
fire observer at Corey Lane tower, 1965 
and 1970 
Mary Lou Newstead: phonograph rec-
ord of Carousel soundtrack 
Peggy Konitzky: book, Midcoast 
Maine in World War II 
 

Dian Post: book, A Maine Memoir, de-
tailing 1980s years in East Boothbay 
Elinor Downs: book, Who Am I?, auto-
biographical stories by author 
Brian Merrill: trunnel from East 
Boothbay Andersen house, half of 
bronze gunpowder container 
Betsy Hannula: c. 1900 wooden sled 
from Burton Orne house at Lobster 
Cove 
Betty Prescott family: research binder 
on early Barlow family 
Sue and Bill Louisignau: Clark Rowe 
model of a hermaphrodite brig 
Doris Burnham: region postcards col-
lected by Burt and Helen Edwards 
Barbara Rumsey: miniature brass dory 
made by Norman Therrien at Goudy & 
Stevens shipyard, c. 1960s 
Bill Nash gave items from the Mautner 
home: book, Marjorie of Monhegan by 
Sidney Baldwin; Sandy Mautner dog 
tags; locust trunnel from the schooner 
Bowdoin 
Kim Camous: 1970 high school year-
book, The Log 
Robert Rice: 1948 Fisherman’s Fair 
binder 
Suzanne Webb: binoculars and 191? 
letter from F. D. Roosevelt thanking 
John McCobb for lending them for war 
effort 
Skip McPhee: 1921 Harbor grammar 
school diploma of Clarence Barter, pen 
with 1966-67 high school basketball 
schedule, collection of photos 
 

Articles 
Below are articles that have appeared in 
the column, Out of Our Past, in the 
Boothbay Register since the last news-
letter. Eleven were by Barbara Rumsey 
with five by Jean Chenoweth.  
Growing up in Boothbay Harbor in the 
Early 1930s, Parts I-III by Jean Cheno-
weth 
Lester Barter's Fish Stories 
Damariscove Attempts to Secede 
The Andersen House in East Boothbay,    
 Parts I-III 
The House of Logan 
Armistice Day 
Buck Hasch at Goudy’s in the 1950s, 
 Parts I-III  
Gas Stations at Boothbay Center  
The Passenger Boat Association and 
Captain Ross Dickson, Parts I, II 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jim Hunt 

We are sorry to report the death of 
Jim Hunt in September, 2018. He 
had summered at Pine Cliff on 
Southport since 1955 and retired 
there in the 1990s. He was a mem-
ber of the society for decades, be-
came a committed volunteer in re-
tirement, and served as a trustee 
from 2000 to 2008, and as president 
from 2003 to 2005. In his years with 
us he introduced measures to better 
track finances and the endowment, 
spearheaded installing a security 
system, and constantly spread the 
word about the society’s worth. He 
gave talks and slide shows here on 
local shipbuilding for the US Navy 
during World War I, World War II, 
and the Korean War. And not to for-
get he laid the building's brick walk 
on his hands and knees! He was a 
valued trustee. 

Thanks to Bayville 
Much of our membership is made up 
of summer residents who live in the 
region summer colonies, as well as 
those former summer residents who 
have retired to their colonies. But 
Bayville is unique in being the only 
region colony whose governing 
body, the Bayville Village Improve-
ment Association, is and has been a 
generous member for many years. 
We are very grateful for their tangi-
ble good will. 

Model of the Richard T II by Jim Hunt 



Membership Milestones through 2018-19 
Each spring we recognize milestone anniversaries for current members who have helped sustain the society for twenty years or 
more. Thank you for your continued support and commitment to the preservation of region’s history. 

Boothbay Region Historical Society 
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50 Years Joined before 1970 
Founding Members  
 Robert Barter 
 George McEvoy 
 James Waugh 
J. Edward Knight Insurance  
 
40 Years Joined 1979 
(none) 
 
30 Years Joined 1989 
William & Jillian Allison 
William Allison 
Miles & Sharon Barter 
Hugh & Nancy Beath 
Reid Ervin 
Anthony Heyl 
Earl Leavitt 
Frank & Nora Luke 
Allan McCobb 
 
20 Years Joined 1999 
Dave Andrews 
Joyce Armendaris 
John & Laura Arsenault 
Calvin & Karen Bowie 
Butch Brewer 
Bill & Anne Butler 
Calvin & Ginger Carr 
Endicott Davison 
Alan & Carol Fisher 
Dana Fuller 
Dorothy Gregory 
Helen Hamilton (Trust) 
Holly Horner 
Allan & Sally Johnson 
Linda Jones 
Andru & Lyn Lee 
Sewall & Betty Jean Maddocks 
Shirley Marden 
Andrew & Penny Matthews 
Corinne McIntyre 
Lynette Page 
Tom Perkins 
Michael & Penelope Pollard 
Pottle Realty Group 
Gail Richter 
Peter & Mary Ripley 
Sally Sewall 

Phillips & Holly Smith 
John & Muffie Van Voorhis 
Paul Whitehead 
Kay Wilder 
 
(Note: Names are listed as shown on original member-
ship cards. Please let us know if you would like us to  
update our information.) 
 

Membership Matters Presently we have 584 members. 
We wish to thank all our members for your vital support. 
Membership benefits include two newsletters, e-updates, 
and a 10% discount in the gift shop. We look forward to 
welcoming you at society events. 
  

New Members since last newsletter 
Bamberg, Charlie &      East Boothbay 
     Heidi McKechnie   
Friant, George         Boothbay Harbor 
Lewis, Duane         Boothbay harbor 
Roche, Ann          Southport 
McKown, Kirsten       San Rafael, CA 
Hasch, Robert         Boothbay 
Post, Dian and Robert      Easton, MD 
Boyd, Michael         Easton, PA 
Paul, Carole and Bill      Boothbay Harbor 
Roche, Kevin and Suzanne   Charlestown, MA 
Gault, Nancy          Waldoboro 
Aucella, Steven & Jody Regan  Marshfield, MA 
Billard, Phil          Lansing, KS 
Bigos, Kellie          Boothbay Harbor 
Jordan, Rear Admiral Wes    Alexandria, VA 
Ragan, Ross and Trina     Boothbay 
Burnham, Harold &       Essex, MA 
     Mary Kay Taylor  
Bauman, John         Southport 
Dowdy, Jeff & Jen         Edgecomb 
Fossett, James                   Bloomington, NY 
Rittershaus, Elaine       Malden, MA 
Rittershaus, Claire       Trevett 
Rittershaus, Emily       Worcester, MA 
Rittershaus, Annaliese     Providence, RI 
Rittershaus, Ahren       Raleigh, NC 
Thompson, Dick & Alice    Southport 
Ansel, Evelyn         Providence, RI 
Bryer, David          Trevett 
Meserve, Hamilton & Helen   Southport 
DeFillipo-Rast, Denise     Aurora, CO 
Vandermaelen, Michael     Madison, CT 
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BOOTHBAY REGION HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 272, 72 Oak Street 

Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538-0272 
 

 
Open All Year 

Thursday through Saturday 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 
 

Local historian Barbara  
Rumsey is available to assist 
with research on Saturdays  

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
or by chance 

 
 

Phone: (207) 633-0820 
   Email: brhs@gwi.net 

www.boothbayhistorical.org 
Follow us on Facebook 

Give the Gift of Membership 
A gift membership may lead someone to discover his or her family history, learn 

about their house or the street they live on, or gain insight into times past.  
Your support helps us preserve local history for generations to come. 

Membership Form  
Members receive two newsletters, monthly e-news updates, 

and a 10% discount on gift shop items. Memberships run May 1-April 30. 
 

Name_______________________________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________________________  

 
 

Town__________________________ State______ Zip_______________  

 

Telephone___________________ Email __________________________ 
 

Choose Your Membership Level 

□ Individual      $ 15.00 

□ Family       $ 25.00 

□ Contributing        $ 50.00 

□ Supporting         $100.00 

□ Leadership (over $100) $   _____ 
 
 

 
 Call to use credit card or send checks payable to:  

Boothbay Region Historical Society 
P.O. Box 272, Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538-0272 

207-633-0820 
The BRHS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  

Did you know …? 

 
 

You can receive full-color, electronic 
versions of our newsletters and e-news 
updates by simply contacting the office. 

Please advise us of any mailing address, phone number, or email address changes. 

 

Happy Spring!  

May is Membership  
Renewal Month 

 
 

As a small non-profit organization, 
society membership dues make up a 
substantial segment of our annual 
operating income. Without our mem-
bers, we would struggle to maintain 
the museum at the Elizabeth Reed 
House and to employ necessary part-
time people such as our local histori-
an, an office manager, and an out-
reach coordinator. Your dues enable 
us to be open three days a week, year
-round, and to offer events, exhibits, 
and speakers to the community.   
Renewal notices will be sent in May.  
 
 

Thank you for supporting  
your society’s efforts. 

     


