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A section of the 1772 Sproule map showing the simultaneous use of three of the names

for  our  area.  Winnegance Bay is  now Linekin  Bay;  Townsend Harbor is  Boothbay

Harbor; Booth Bay meetinghouse site is now a small town park at Boothbay Center.

The meetinghouse was both the church and town hall. 

.

The Origin of the Name of Boothbay,
Part II

By Barbara Rumsey, written in 2014

Last time I wrote about the historic names for our region: Winnegance, Townsend and

Boothbay. I also covered some of the theories about the origin of the word Boothbay,

including the harbor being said to be "snug as a booth" and the existence of similar

names in Lincolnshire, England.

In the  early  1990s I  developed a  possibly unprovable  theory involving the  Beaths,

which Maine author-historian, Charles McLane, also arrived at independently a little

later. The Beaths were prominent from the early decades of our 1730 settlement to the

early 1900s. Family members in the 1700s owned much of the present lower business

district of Boothbay Harbor, a large lot on the west side of Pisgah, and another sizable

lot between Linekin Bay and Back Narrows.
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The theory: perhaps our region of Townsend was renamed Beath Bay at incorporation

on Nov.  3,  1764,  and that  the name was spelled Boothbay.  John Beath,  who lived

through most of the 1700s, was instrumental in making it possible for the town to be

incorporated by helping to organize the first church and to persuade the first minister to

settle here.

Beath was one of the three first selectmen after incorporation and clerk of the town as

well as the church at times. Under Massachusetts law, a town could not be established

unless it had a place of worship and a minister, so a minister and meeting house were

necessary to move forward. Beath would have been a very deserving candidate to have

the town named after him. Perhaps he was the local representative who went to Boston

to  watch  over  the  legislative  process  of  incorporation.  A  case  could  be  made  for

Boothbay being named for John Beath.

I wrote in 1995 that the main stumbling block to that theory was the lack of recorded

mention by anybody (except me and Charles McLane) of that possibility. The Beath

family preserved many historical scraps of information, some which have come down

to the present and are at the historical society. Yet no mention of the town being named

for them is among those papers. Also Beath has never appeared in a document as a

spelling variant for the town. So that theory may be lacking.

Scotch-Irish settlers

I devoted quite a bit of space in my 2000 book, “Colonial Boothbay,” to the traits of the

1730 Scotch-Irish (current usage is Scots-Irish) settlers here. Their stubborn, proud and

practical  qualities  made  them fine  pioneers  as  they  spread  across  parts  of  eastern

America in the early-to-mid 1700s.

As John Cameron Swayze used to say of Timex watches, those settlers could "take a

licking and keep on ticking." Having been forcibly transported to Ireland from their

native Scotland by the British, rejecting external authority was a way of life for them.

The English used them as frontier cannon fodder, so northern New England and the

Appalachians had large Scots-Irish populations. I imagine they preferred the dangers of

the frontier to living close to their English/Boston persecutors who called them, "the

scum of the earth."

By 2009, lawyer and local historian Chip Griffin had also become fascinated by the

Scots-Irish  settlers  of  Boothbay  and  elsewhere.  He  was  in  contact  with  other

researchers who were equally interested in that estimable group. In August 2010 Chip

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

"Origin of the Name Boothbay, Part II" by Barbara Rumsey https://mailchi.mp/f8d3922a8e57/september-13350139?e=788c6cc593

3 of 8 3/25/2021, 10:18 AM



Speers.

Booth-Beath

Jake wrote, "I am a County Antrim (Ireland) native, resident in New Jersey, currently

doing some research on Londonderry, New Hampshire as a source of Ulster Scots or

Scotch Irish if you like, to many places in the U.S. and Nova Scotia, and I need some

details on who and when they came to places like Boothbay. I have a question. The

name  Booth  in  the  language  of  the  Ulstermen  at  home  was  frequently  rendered

(spelled) as "Beath." This was the case of the Booths (Beaths) in north county Antrim

and still is the mode of pronunciation today. Could the name Boothbay be derived from

that correlation or is is definitely from the English town of Boothby?"

Jake's point fits in well with my early 1990s theory. If Beath was and is pronounced

Booth in parts of the world they came from almost 300 years ago, then it may just

really be that Boothbay was named for Beath. If the name Beath Bay was suggested by

a Scots-Irish man, the Boston clerk would have used his English brain to hear and spell

Booth.

Naming

Our  permanent  settlers  named  things  and  places  in  a  straightforward  manner.  Pre-

existing Indian names based on characteristics were adopted, such as Ebenecook or

places were named for people and characteristics:  McFarlands Point (earlier  Beaths

Point), Linekin Bay, Green Island, Mark Island and Burnt Island. The settlers here had

all they could do to keep themselves alive, and they did not reach for rhapsodic or

whimsical names — simple and practical ruled.

For more articles by Barbara Rumsey about the Boothbay region check our website

www.boothbayhistorical.org/out-of-our-past

Thank you Elizabeth Ann Leach Trust!

We are grateful to the Elizabeth Ann Leach Trust for their generous grant which made

the redesign of our website possible.  Please have a look at boothbayhistorical.org

and let us know what you think!
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Capt. Albert McIntyre's wharf cat. Is he on our new website?  Check it out and see.

E-Newsletter Naming contest
There is still time to submit your suggestion!

What should we name this e-newsletter?

We want to hear your ideas!
Send as many names as you like,

via email to us at:
brhs@gwi.net

And if we use your suggestion,
we will send you a copy of Barbara Rumsey's

Boothbay Region Historical Sketches, Volume III
to say thank you.

This contest will run through April 1, 2021
the winning name will be announced at our Annual Meeting on May 18,

2021
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Museum Store

Stories of island farming, raising sheep, terrible storms, island traditions, the coast

guard station, and many more moving stories from life on a Maine island. 

Coming of Age on Damariscove Island, Maine
by Chip Griffin and Alaric Faulkner and

including the reminiscences of Alberta Poole Rowe

Published in 1981, reprinted 1991 and 2009

$15.00

To order your copy, call us at 207-633-0820 Thursday or Friday, 10am to 2pm,

or order online through our website. 

Click here to see more irresistible items
from our Museum Store.

RESEARCH
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appointment to come in, or if you live far away, email us at brhs@gwi.net to ask what we have on

your topic.

Who knows, you might be related to these guys.

BRHS Recipe of the Month

FROM OUR COLLECTIONS recipes from East Boothbay Cookbook 1947

Yum! Scalloped potatoes and pork chops sound just right for March. 

Let's celebrate our cultural heritage together
Follow us on Facebook

or click here for our website.

Boothbay Region Historical Society
72 Oak Street
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207.633.0820

We're (normally) open year-round,
Thursday through Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm.

Please check our website for COVID-19 restrictions.
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