Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate ¥

View this email in your browser

Photograph: Lobster clam bake crew at Murray Hill Indian Carry 1938
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The 1848 Congregational Church on Townsend Avenue, as it appeared in 1880. Built by blacksmith-
shipbuilder-hotel owner John Weymouth, the original roof was not as sharp as the present one, which was
added in 1881. Having been in the upper part of the church, I know the older, massive, skeletal roof timbers
are still in place. The 1880 crowd is on hand for Memorial Day. No doubt Charley's funeral 17 years

earlier brought out a crowd many times the size of the 1880 one.

Charley McCobb: Civil War Soldier,
Part 111

By Barbara Rumsey, 2013

Boothbay Civil War soldier Charley McCobb, who joined Company E of the 4th Maine
Regiment in June 1861, had served more than two years when he took part in the battle
of Gettysburg, his last act. The bewildering number of differing accounts of his death
point up the difficulty of nailing down good, solid historical information. One surviving
account of an event can greatly simplify things, but relying on it as gospel is risky.

Local accounts of Charley's death at Gettysburg came from fellow Boothbay soldiers
near him in battle: Jason Carlisle, one of seven men who signed up with Charley, and
Dr. Alden Blossom. Alden, a well-beloved mid-to-late 1800s Boothbay doctor, was an
Army surgeon in another regiment. His house, formerly on Oak Street across from the

present museum, was torn down for the bank parking lot.

Charley's death at Gettysburg
Charley's 4th regiment was near the Devil's Den at Gettysburg on the afternoon of July
2, 1863. According to the 1892 Boston Globe's version, probably provided by Jason
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borne from the field to the camp hospital where he died in a short time. He begged

them to leave him where he fell and look for those who needed care."

Rev. William Leavitt, 1860s minister of the Congo Church in present-day Boothbay
Harbor, wrote to the Register from Nebraska in 1892 to correct the Globe's inaccuracies
about Charley's death. "The regiment was lying low, but wishing to know what the
enemy was doing, he stepped up on a rock and fell by a ball from a rebel sharpshooter's
rifle." Leavitt went on, "According to my recollection, he lingered for a day or two

being tenderly cared for in one of the homes in Gettysburg and dying July 4th."

Multiplying accounts of his death
Bess Reed wrote up Dr. Blossom's memories. "Dr. Alden Blossom, army surgeon, told
a rather different account. As assistant to a doctor, Charley had attended to all the
wounded brought to him behind the shelter of rocks." The story then duplicates the
Globe's, though Bess, in writing that Charley was mortally wounded, may have thought
he died right there. In one place she lists July 2 as the day of his death; in another, July
3. Greene's 1906 history lists July 4. One of two places in the Adjutant General's report
uses the date July 3; elsewhere it's July 2. My friend and Civil War expert Earl Leavitt
explained that reports were sent by men of differing rank in the command structure. I

choose to believe the July 2 date.

Material that we obtained from Bowdoin College also gave two conflicting dates in
letters written to Charley's brother by J. E. Adams and by the chaplain of the 3rd Maine
Regiment. Adams claimed he was hit the 3rd and died the next day. The chaplain said
he was wounded in the afternoon of July 2 and died in the night. He also revealed that
Charley said of his coming death that he was gratified, "in being permitted so soon to

solve its mystery and know what lies beyond."

Charley comes home
It was rare for any dead Civil War soldier to be returned to his hometown, but Charley
was — maybe. Earl Leavitt said, "Given the thousands of casualties treated and the
dead buried, I am astounded that anyone knew exactly where Charley was buried" —
another detail that may be in doubt. Charley's brother Abial traveled to Gettysburg and,
according to Bess, found the woman who had nursed him for two days. She showed
Abial where he was buried, so Abial was able to bring Charley back to Boothbay. Also,
J. E. Adams claimed in his letter that he found Charley's grave and informed his

brother; the two accounts don't really conflict since both could have occurred.
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extemporaneously after the minister's funeral address. Eyewitness and local minister
Rev. William Leavitt said, "The feeling of seeing the throng was one of wonder why
they did not go in." But the inside of the church was "already packed to its uttermost
capacity." Other eyewitnesses were equally impressed by the immense multitude,
perhaps the largest ever to crowd the church and surroundings. Charley was buried
Sept. 25, 1863.

For more articles by Barbara Rumsey about the Boothbay region check our website

www.boothbayhistorical.org/out-of-our-past

WELCOME BACK JANE JOHNSTON!

We are so very pleased to welcome our former office manager not only back to Maine,
but back to us. Jane Johnston was with us from 2016 to 2019, when she decided to
move to her home state of New York. This summer Jane moved back to her beloved
Boothbay Harbor, and we are very happy to have her with us again as office manager.

Thank you for coming back, Jane!

ANNUAL APPEAL

You will receive your Annual Appeal from us in the mail soon.

We can't do it without you:
Collections
We depend on your support to help us catalog and preserve the thousands of local

artifacts and documents in our museum collection which you, your parents, and your

grandparents have generously donated, and continue to donate to us.
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graders at Boothbay Region Elementary School, and to help the Boothbay Region
High School students who come to us with research projects.
Research
We depend on your support to maintain a staff who will help you with your questions
about your family, your house, or on topics such as the history of boat building;
to answer all the myriad questions we receive daily via email or in person.
Speaker Series
We depend on your support to provide you with interesting speakers
on topics of local and historical interest.
And lastly...
We depend on your support to keep the office running smoothly, the computers

in good order, the lights on, the doors open.

Thank you for your continued and generous support.

THE PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT

We are pleased to offer this beautiful iconic Maine watercolor by Boothbay artist Herb
Maynard (1929 —2007) as a holiday fundraiser. This is the perfect gift for anyone who
wants to be reminded of our gorgeous Maine coast whether they are here or far away.
Herb Maynard taught at the University of Maine and is famous for his maritime

watercolors. The actor Burl Ives collected Maynard’s work.
The painting, donated by a supporter, will be on display at the museum until a winner is
drawn on December 15. The signed watercolor is matted and framed. The framed

dimensions are 12”7 Hx 17”7 W.

And it could be yours!
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272, Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538, along with a phone number or email so we can
acknowledge your request.
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We have beautiful new front steps!
A huge heartfelt thank you to Rebuilding Together - Lincoln County!

And to the volunteers who made it possible.

MUSEUM STORE

Do you love Boothbay history? We have perfect holiday gifts for you.
And there are no supply chain problems!

We have books, maps, and more,
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Click here to see visit our store.
Give the gift of Boothbay history.

633-0820

Members receive a 10% discount

% You may purchase in person, online, or over the phone at 207-
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Let's celebrate our cultural heritage together

Follow us on Facebook
or click here for our website.

Boothbay Region Historical Society
72 Oak Street
Post Office Box 272
Boothbay Harbor, Maine 04538
207.633.0820

We're (normally) open year-round,
Thursday through Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm.

Please check our website for COVID-19 restrictions.
Copyright © 2018 Boothbay Region Historical Society, All rights reserved.
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